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SUBJECT: BHUTTO'S OIL STRIKE VASTLY EXAGGERATED 

REF: ISLAMABAD 7360 

1 . FORMER PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO MADE FRONT PAGE NEWS IN BOTH 
THE URDU AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRESS A COUPLE OE DAYS AGO WITH 
A SENSATIONAL CLAIM OE A MAJOR OIL STRIKE AT PIR KOH, TRIBAL 
TERRITORY NEAR THE PUNJAB BORDER, IN BALUCHISTAN. ACCORDING TO 
THE PPP URDU NEWSPAPER ON JULY 18, HE SAID THAT "ARRANGEMENTS 
HAVE BEEN COMPLETED TO EXTRACT OIL IN AUGUST, WHEN PAKISTAN WILL 
GET SUCH A LARGE RESERVIR OF OIL AND GAS THAT ITS DEPENDENCE ON 
IMPORTS CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE ELIMINATED". HE INDICATED THAT THIS 
EAVORABLE DEVELOPMENT WAS DUE TO HIS PERSONAL EEEORTS IN GOING TO 
THE SPOT AND DIRECTING DRILLING AND THAT HE WOULD HAVE MADE 

THIS NEWS PUBLIC AT SOME OCCASION IN AUGUST- (PRESUMABLY 
INDEPENDANCE DAY, AUGUST 14). 

2. THIS STROY WAS EMBELLISHED IN THE NEXT DAY'S PAKISTAN TIMES 

BY THE ALLEGATION THAT AMOCO HAD EARLIER ABANDONED A TEST WELL 
THERE AT A DEPTH OF 12,000 FEET. ACCORDING TO THIS ACCOUNT AMOCO'S 
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LEASE WAS THEN CANELLED UNDER SUSPICION "THAT CERTAIN INTERESTED 
POWERS DID NOT EAVOR THE IDEA OE PAKISTAN BECOMING SELF-SUEFIC- 
lENT IN OIL." AN AMOCO DRILLING CO. OEFICIAL DENIED TO THE 
ECONOMIC COUNSELOR THAT IT HAD ANY LEASES CANCELLED AND ADDED 
THAT AMOCO HAD NEVER DRILLED AROUND PIR KOH. IT HAD DRILLED SOME 
DRY HOLES ELSEWHERE IN BALUCHISTAN AND HAD ABANDONED A LEASE 
WITH THE CONCURRENCE OE THE PAKISTAN AUTHORITIES. THE NEXT DAY, 
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THE PAKISTAN TIMES PUBLISHED WHAT MXOUNTED TO A RETRACTION 
BY TE GOP. 

3. ALTHOUGH GOP AUTHORITIES ARE BEHAVING WITH A CERTAIN AMOUNT 
OF RESERVE ABOUT THE BHUTTO CLAIM, THEIR PUBLIC STATEMENTS, 
TOGETHER WITH WHAT THE ACTING POLITICAL COUNSELOR PICKED UP 
PRIVATELY FROM AN ATTOCK OIL COMPANY OFFICIAL, INDICATE THAT 
DRILLING IS GOING ON AT PGR KOH AND THAT PERHAPS THE CORE 
SAMPLES ARE HOPEFUL. CERTAINLY, HOWEVER, NO WELL HAS BEEN BROUGHT 
IN. PRESUMABLY, BHUTTO WANTED TO KEEP HIS NAME ALIVE IN THE 
PRESS WITH A FLASHY BIT OF SENSATIONALISM THAT STRECTCHED THE 
FACTS CONSIDERABLY. 

HUMMEL 
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